
Questions for Review 
Making Moral Decisions 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Judge the morality of the following acts.  Describe in what way, if any, the intentions and 
circumstances affect the quality and degree of the act. 
 
 
Situation #1 
 
Katie was not your typical college student.  Growing up in Minot, North Dakota without a father, she and her 
mother had always struggled to make ends meet.  She was barely able to afford tuition at NDSU. 
The post-Christmas trip back to school often worried Katie’s mom.  “A young girl traveling alone in an old 
car with 180,000 miles, in the dead of winter—that’s not a good situation,” thought her mom. 
As a safety check, she made an arrangement with Katie.  “Stop every 90 miles or so and call home collect: 
person to person.  I won’t accept the call, but I’ll still know your safe along the way.” 
 
List the act, the intention and the circumstance.  Is the call a morally right act?  Why or why not? 
 

Situation #2 
 
Robert and his friends were walking the sidewalk in downtown Fargo and a homeless man approached 
them and asked if they had any food, as he had not eaten all day.  They didn’t have any food, nor did they 
have any money.  So they told the guy they were sorry but did not have anything and kept walking.  Robert 
then noticed a store front with food in the window.  He also noticed that he could easily grab a few snacks 
without anyone noticing.  So he took a few granola bars and a juice container and slipped it into his pocket 
and left out the door.  He found the homeless man and gave the food to him.  The man thanked him and 
was very happy to even have just little bit to eat. 
 

List the act, the intention and the circumstance.  Is the call a morally right act?  Why or why not? 
 
Situation #3 
 
Margaret, Theresa, and Ann went to California on the train. In the station Margaret found a wallet with 
$1000 in it, but there was no identification in the wallet. They looked around to see if anyone was looking 
for the wallet, but they did not notice anyone.  They decided to divide the money among themselves. They 
considered this an extraordinary piece of luck and they spent the money.   They even gave $100 to the 
church the next Sunday. 
 
List the act, the intention and the circumstance.  Is the call a morally right act?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 


