
Food Allowance Payment Election Form for 2020 
 

 

Name of priest:         

 

This form is to be used only when the pastor has elected to receive the monthly food allowance 

in payment in lieu of submitting receipts or the parish paying for groceries, as an increase to 

monthly salary and SECA allowance (if applicable). 

 

Monthly Salary    $    

 

Monthly SECA Allowance   $    

 

Monthly Food Allowance**   $    

 

 Total Monthly Payroll Amount $    

 

 

NOTE:  Section 119 of the Internal Revenue Code stipulates that under certain conditions the value of 

meals furnished on the premises are free from federal income tax but must be claimed by the priest for 

social security tax purposes. 

 

Priests are generally in the 12% marginal tax bracket.  Electing to have the food allowance paid with 

payroll means that the individual will incur additional Federal and State income tax on this amount.  $513 

x 12% = $62 (annual = $744) Federal income tax and $513 x 1.1% = $5.65 (annual = $68) State income 

tax.  Self-employment tax was already included in the declared amount for room and board.   

 

All priests residing in a rectory are to be treated the same.  By making this election, the pastor 

acknowledges he understands the legal requirements to include the designated amount in payroll, the 

personal tax considerations of the priest the election applies to, the impact on the parish budget, and 

promises to abide by all civil and canon laws affecting this election.  Compliance audits of payroll will be 

conducted to ensure proper setup and processing. 

 

** This election can be any figure up to the designated amount.  The election can only be made once per 

year, and must be made by January 15th of the year it applies to.  Making this election means no other 

meals or food costs will be paid for or reimbursed to the priest, unless already included in an overall 

conference or retreat fee. 

 

             

Pastor Signature      Date 

 

             

Priests Signature      Date 

[If election is for a priest in rectory who is not the pastor] 

 

 

Copies to: Priest Payroll File, Parish Payroll Person, Diocesan Finance Officer 


