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“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him…”  Dear friends, I 

wish you all a Happy Solemnity on your patronal feast day!  Here at St. Joseph’s Church, and 

throughout our diocese, and all over the world, the Church is celebrating this humble man who 

became a great saint, the foster father of Jesus.  As you know, Pope Francis has declared this to 

be a Year of St. Joseph, and it will be my joy at the end of Mass to pray a special prayer of 

consecration, a consecration of our Diocese of Fargo to the fatherly protection of St. Joseph. 

 

I think we could say that Joseph is the silent saint of the Gospel.  Not a word from Joseph is 

recorded, and yet we know that he had one of the most important roles in all of salvation history.  

To Joseph was entrusted the Son of God, who would become man, who would dwell among us 

so he could become our Redeemer.  We don’t know much about Joseph except that he was a 

carpenter, a working man, and that he was betrothed to Mary.  But then he received an incredible 

piece of news.  He was chosen from all men to be the Father of the Savior of the world.   

 

And here we discover the marvelous wisdom of Joseph.  He accepted and obeyed this incredible 

commission from God.  I’m sure Joseph expected his life to be quite normal, a husband, a father, 

a carpenter.  But he set all of his own plans aside so that he could become part of God’s plan.  He 

couldn’t have known everything that was ahead of him, and yet he placed his trust in God and 

did as he was told by the angel.  Joseph’s obedience is an example for all of us, because God has 

a plan in mind for us too.  We might have our own plans, but only if we conform ourselves 



completely to God will we attain the eternal happiness we were made for.  Joseph knew this, and 

he teaches us to trust God. 

 

Joseph was a man of courage and quiet strength.  An ordinary man might have drawn back in 

fear at the message the angel announced to him.  But Joseph courageously said yes to this 

mysterious mission.  He accepted Mary as his wife even if it might tarnish his reputation.  He 

journeyed with her to Bethlehem, accepting the hardships of such a journey.  He fled with Mary 

and Jesus to Egypt, braving the even greater hardships of being an exile in a strange country.  

And then as a husband and father, he did what he needed to do to care for his family, the family 

God had given him.  Even in this ordinary way, we see the courage of Joseph.  Pope Francis 

called for this special year because of Joseph’s role as Patron Saint of the Universal Church.  Just 

as he cared for the Holy Family in Bethlehem and Egypt and Nazareth, now he cares for all those 

who follow his Son wherever they are.  We all know the beautiful image of Joseph gazing down 

on Mary and the newborn Jesus in the stable of Bethlehem.  I have no doubt that he looks with 

the same fatherly gaze on all of us, on all the members of the Church. 

 

No one besides Mary was as close to Jesus as Joseph was.  He was there when Jesus was born 

and throughout his childhood.  He had an intimate relationship and love for Jesus as a father 

figure, but also as a disciple.  He believed in Jesus, he believed what he had heard and what was 

to come.  Along with Mary, Joseph was the first to hear the news of our salvation through Christ, 

and he teaches us to put our faith in the One who was born to save us.  I can’t help thinking that 

Joseph looked on our Lord with a sense of wonder, and he teaches us to look to Jesus with our 

own contemplative gaze.  He teaches us to listen so that we too might hear the Word of God in 



our hearts.  He teaches us to always put God first so that we too can be his servants, his co-

workers in his Kingdom.  And finally, Joseph teaches us to hope.  Even though he didn’t see the 

final completion of our Lord’s saving work during his lifetime, he trusted that God would fulfill 

his promise that Jesus would save his people from their sins.  I have an image of Joseph, looking 

on the young Jesus, confident that God would accomplish great things through him. 

 

I hope this year of prayer will help all of us to grow closer to good St. Joseph and to learn from 

his holiness and his example.  He is a model of faith, of courage, of discipleship, and of 

prayerfulness.  He is a patron for husbands and fathers, and for all of us who strive to be 

followers of Jesus.  We can confidently turn to Joseph in our need, just as we turn to Mary, our 

Blessed Mother.  And we can have every confidence that Joseph will lead us to Jesus, the One 

who called him his earthly father. 

 

 


