
Homily 
3rd Advent – Grafton 
Dec. 12, 2021 
 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I say it again: rejoice!” These words of St. Paul help make this liturgy of the 
Third Sunday of Advent radiant with joy, the joy of anticipation, for the “Lord is near.” The traditional 
Latin name for this day is “Gaudete Sunday”, meaning “rejoice, and you’ll notice that the third candle on 
the Advent wreath is rose-colored. This day is all about the joy we experience at the coming of the Lord. 
 
Many years ago when I was a deacon, I preached for Mass on this day in a hospital chapel. And I 
remember thinking, “How can I preach about joy?” Not many people in hospitals are feeling especially 
joyful. But the joy we’re talking about isn’t the joy of this world, which comes and goes. We’re talking 
about the joy of living in the presence of God. And so, it made sense to preach about joy—Christian 
joy—even to those people in that hospital. 
 
Not many people in prison are happy about their situation, nor the homeless, or the sick, or the 
persecuted. But Paul was in prison when he wrote the letter to the Philippians, and from prison, he told 
everyone: “Rejoice!” Why? Because of Jesus Christ. “The Lord is near,” even in a dark dungeon. If we 
are people of Christian faith, there is a certain joy that should penetrate every moment of our lives: the 
realization that no matter what, all will be well because God is with us. The prophet Zephaniah, in the 
first reading, tells us: “The Lord is in your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear.” Even if I’m 
sick, the Lord is near. If there is a death in my family, the Lord is near. If I have financial problems or 
trouble at work, the Lord is near. 
 
This is the joy and hope of Advent, confidence in God’s intervention, his abiding presence in our lives. If 
we open the doors to him, he is nearer to us every day. Like Paul, we can smile in the face of adversity, 
which is bound to come. Paul knew that, and so do we. Our lives here on earth aren’t without their 
problems. But we are confident, because the Lord draws near to us in the grace of everyday life, and 
especially in the incarnation of his Son. Paul also reminds us that our unhappiness often comes from 
putting distance between God and us through our sins and our lukewarmness. But if the Lord is present, if 
we haven’t lost or pushed him aside by our selfishness, our pride, then our joy will endure. 
 
The world needs this message of joy. It’s engulfed in sadness and what Pope St. John Paul II called a 
culture of death. So many have drifted away from God, and they wonder why they’re unhappy. People 
contrive or invent all kinds of different pleasures through worldly means, but such happiness is temporary 
and unsatisfying. It comes, and then it’s gone. We all need to know that true, lasting joy is found in Christ 
alone, and by our joyful endurance, our witness, we spread the Good News of this season, that the Lord is 
near. 
 
In the Gospel for today, the crowds asked John the Baptist, “What are we to do?” And his answer was 
clear: they must live according to God’s way. We can only find true joy there, by being honest, humble, 
generous, and just.  By doing well what God has given us to do. And a sure way to joy is repentance. Sin 
puts us at a distance from God and brings sadness into our lives. But freedom from sin is a cause of joy, a 
liberation from the sadness of alienation. In this season of grace, the sacrament of Reconciliation can be 
an experience of great joy, an experience of the nearness of Christ. We discover that God’s love is greater 
than our sins, and that true joy is found in the adventure of being a follower of Jesus. 
 
Today, December 12, is also the traditional date that we celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe. I’m sure you 
know the story. In 1531, our Lady appeared to a humble man from Mexico, Juan Diego. She spoke to him 
in his own language, and in a miracle of roses blooming in mid-December, Mary left her own image on 
Juan Diego’s cloak, his tilma. She had the appearance of a woman from his own country, and she was 



arrayed in royal robes, clothed with the sun and standing on the moon. She also wore a black sash, a sign 
of a woman with child. Juan Diego was burdened with worry about his uncle, who was very ill, but our 
Lady assured him that his uncle would be well. Mary promised her motherly care, and with her motherly 
support and care, she reminds us that we need not fear the threats of evil, because her Son is near and has 
won the victory. Her Son is Jesus the Lord, who reigns over all nations, and he is the source of our joy. 
Our Lady’s appearance had an amazing effect on the people of Mexico, inspiring millions of conversions. 
Within ten years, nine million natives of Mexico converted to Catholicism, and the entire culture of Latin 
America was turned toward Jesus. 
 
Our Lady’s appearance at Guadalupe echoes the message of Advent that darkness gives way to light, sin 
is overcome by forgiveness, and sadness is turned to joy. So, with St. Paul we can say, “Rejoice, the Lord 
is near. I say it again, rejoice!” 


