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“The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me…You yourselves 
shall be named priests of the Lord, ministers of our God you shall be called.” Every year we hear 
those words of the prophet Isaiah at our Chrism Mass, and every year I feel a sense of awe at the 
outpouring of God’s grace, the rich anointing that he gives so generously to his people. 
 
It’s always a joy to see so many here on this occasion, because this Chrism Mass is a celebration 
for the entire People of God. We are all anointed by the grace of Jesus Christ, whether as laity, 
consecrated religious, or clergy. We all receive from the outpouring of grace that Jesus promises 
his people, and he anoints us to be his presence in the world, members of his Body the Church, 
witnesses of his Gospel, ambassadors of his Kingdom. Through the anointing of our Lord, we all 
participate in the priesthood of Jesus, sanctifying the world and helping to bring it a little closer 
to our loving God. The blessing of oils that are used in the sacraments of the Church—the oil of 
Chrism, the oil of catechumens, and the oil of the sick—is a sign of this anointing that we all 
share in. 
 
In a particular way, the Chrism Mass celebrates the ministerial priesthood. And, as always, it is 
beautiful to see so many of our priests gathered together for this event. This day, my brothers, is 
a kind of common anniversary of our priestly ordination, and I offer you my congratulations and 
my gratitude. Each one of you has been called by name to continue the priestly life and mission 
of Jesus here on earth, and I thank God for all of you. Especially during this week, we discover 
once again the origins of our priesthood. 
 
It’s more than fitting that this Chrism Mass is situated within Holy Week, the week of our Lord’s 
Passion. It’s during this time that we see Jesus pouring out his life for all of us. He gives himself 
as an oblation, he allows himself to become the sacrificial lamb for the salvation of all. And as 
we know, he is not only the high priest who offers, but he is also the sacrificial victim. And for 
every priest, the self-gift of Jesus crucified becomes the model for our own priesthood. 
 
I read once that when he was elected Pope in 1903, Pope St. Pius X faced many challenges: 
governments at home and abroad taking over churches, schools, and religious institutions; 
challenges to the truths of our faith, and the threat of impending war. In the face of those 
challenges, Pope Pius was asked, what will be your policies as pope? The new pope picked up a 
crucifix from his desk and held it up. Looking at the image of Christ crucified, he said, “This is 
my policy.”    
 
My dear brothers, I know each one of you has the same concerns and questions that I have. How 
do we reach those who have grown distant from God and from the Church? How do we convey 
the mercy of God to those who are wounded and suffering? How do we remain faithful to our 
calling? No matter how we respond to these challenges, in the end the answer is the same one 
that Pius X gave: the answer must always be Christ crucified. 
 



Just like everyone else, we may at times feel like we’re all poured out, but the anointing of Christ 
continues to renew and restore us, just as he renewed his own apostles again and again. Our 
priesthood, as we well know, is not our own. It is the priesthood of Jesus Christ. By our own 
power, we cannot hope to live up to the calling we have received, but through the anointing of 
Jesus himself, we can. He lives and works within us as we proclaim his Gospel, sanctify his 
people through the sacraments, and shepherd them with the love of the Good Shepherd. 
 
I won’t say that this is the most difficult time to be a priest—far from it. But it’s a challenging 
time. External forces continue to pull people away from God, or they simply deaden them to the 
truth and reality of God in their lives.  The culture around us tries to convince them that they can 
be happy without God, without faith, without truth. But our priestly lives must be a sort of 
counter witness that reaffirms the sacred, that reasserts the joy of faith, and that keeps the person 
of Jesus before the eyes of all people, believers and non-believers alike. 
 
Once again I remind you, brothers, you were called and chosen for this time. You were ordained 
by God’s grace for this time and for this people. You were anointed by our Lord to be his priest, 
and through his anointing he empowers you to carry on the mission he gives to all his priests: to 
build his Kingdom among his people. There may be times when that Kingdom seems small and 
insignificant, but our Lord reminds us that even the tiny mustard seed can grow and become 
something wonderful. The Kingdom of God is made up of these small graces and efforts that 
grow and flourish, that bear fruit a hundred-fold. And if we stay rooted in Christ, if we continue 
to draw grace and strength from his anointing, then the Lord will sustain us and make our lives 
and ministries fruitful. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, the words of Isaiah are given to all of us: “The spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord has anointed me.” As we enter more deeply into the mystery of his 
death and resurrection, may the grace of his anointing be given to us in abundance. 


