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“He surrendered himself to death and was counted among the wicked; and he shall take away the 
sins of many, and win pardon for their offenses.” Those words of the prophet Isaiah were written 
down hundreds of years before the time of Christ, but it’s easy to see why the first Christians saw 
Christ crucified in that prophecy. Today, especially, it’s clear to all of us that Isaiah’s suffering 
servant refers to Jesus. “He shall take away the sins of many, and win pardon for their offenses.”   
 
Every year during Holy Week somebody somewhere asks why Good Friday is called “good.”  
How can the bloody passion and bitter death of Jesus be called “good”? The prophet Isaiah gives 
us the answer today in our first reading. Naturally our thoughts focus on Christ as the victim who 
was afflicted and crucified, and we should focus on this, deeply and often. But we also need to 
remember what Isaiah tells us: “It was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he 
endured… our sins and offenses for which he was pierced and crushed.” Good Friday was the 
ultimate humiliation and insult to Christ, the Son of God made Man. But for us sinners, it was 
the ultimate good news, because God laid upon Jesus the guilt of us all. He willingly took our 
guilt upon himself and surrendered himself to death to take away our sins, to win pardon for our 
offenses. 
 
It’s hard to see anything good in this day when we see Jesus in agony, when we see him betrayed 
and denied by his own closest companions, when we see him mocked and abused. It’s difficult to 
think of Good Friday as “good” when we see the body of Jesus, the innocent Savior, mercilessly 
flogged by the soldiers and cruelly nailed to a cross, even to the point of death. But it becomes 
much easier to think of Good Friday as “good” when we remember what this is all for, when we 
remember that his sufferings were the cause of our salvation. As Isaiah says, “By his stripes we 
were healed.” We can’t help knowing that this Good Friday is truly good when we realize that 
his death means life for us. We can’t deny that this day is good when we come to believe that he 
did it all for love, a love beyond telling, a love that changed the world. 
 
Today in churches all over the world, the cross is solemnly unveiled and exposed for the 
veneration of the faithful. Today is a day when Christians everywhere are called to be humbly 
grateful for the death of Jesus. Without that death, no one can be saved under heaven. But 
through that death, which Jesus freely accepted, he takes away the sins of many, he wins pardon 
for their offenses. As we look upon the crucifix today, we see the sorrows of the God-Man in his 
passion. We see the suffering he endured for our sakes, and we can’t help but feel remorse. But 
we must also remember how good our God is, how good it is that Christ has opened the way for 
us to salvation on this sacred and solemn day. 
 
We just heard the powerful account of our Lord’s Passion in the Gospel of John. And it’s perfect 
that we all took part in proclaiming it, because, when you think about it, we all had a part in 
causing it. We were there, our sins were there, but God’s love is there too, taking away our sins, 
and healing our wounds. In our Lord’s way of the cross, we see a God who shares in our human 
sufferings, a God who doesn’t stand aloof and distant, but comes among us, even enduring death 



for our sakes. And this God who shares our sufferings, who became man in order to bear our 
cross, wants to transform our hearts of stone. He invites us to share in the suffering of others, just 
as he did. He wants to give us new hearts that will turn away from sin once and for all, hearts 
that have room for love and mercy. He invites us to be healed and to have communion once 
again with his Father, not just for this moment, but for all eternity. Jesus wants nothing but good 
for us, the goodness and grace that only he can give. That’s another reason that this day is truly 
“good.” 
 
Brothers and sisters, this is what Jesus came for, everything leads to this. The Father sent his 
only Son into the midst of darkness and sinfulness. He sent him into battle, not because he takes 
delight in seeing his Son suffer, but rather because he wanted his Son to bring light and life into 
the darkness of death. It’s not the agony of his Son that pleases the Father, but rather the Son’s 
willingness to offer his life in sacrifice in order to take away the sins of the world. And finally, at 
the end of his ordeal, Jesus can say, “It is finished.” He has fought the battle to the end, he has 
finished what he came to do, and it is good. 
 
At the end of this liturgy, we will depart in silence. It’s the silence of the tomb where Christ was 
laid, but it’s also the silence of reflection, reflection on what God has done for us in this man, 
who is his Son. Today we are here not so much to lament the death of Jesus, even though we 
can’t help but feel sorrow for our sins, the sins that led Jesus to die. Rather, we are here to 
quietly rejoice in the great victory that Jesus has won by his death. With a sense of awe, we are 
here to praise and thank God that he sent his Son to be the suffering servant who won our 
salvation by his death on the cross. And for all those reasons, we can truly say that this day is 
good. 


